They are examples of exhaustive and careful research, and are of special interest from the fact that they most conclusively support Robert Koch's teaching regarding the relationship between bovine and human tuberculosis.
In the first research the bacillus has been isolated from 51 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, and in every instance a pure culture of the human type was obtained.
In the second paper the mesenteric and bronchial glands in 100 post-mortem examinations in children under 5 years of age were examined for tuberculosis.
In 21 cases tubercle bacilli (with or without naked-eye evidence of disease) were found.
After passage through animals (guinea-pigs and rabbits), pure cultures of the bacilli were obtained. The second child presented extensive implication of the skin and mucous membranes, but the general condition was good. Mother and child both gave a positive Wassermann reaction, which disappeared, however, in the case of the mother after the injection. Death of this child also occurred through secondary infection, and in the suprarenal capsules numerous spirochetes were discovered.
In neither case could arsenic be detected in the milk.?Leonard Findlay.
